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ABSTRACT

Local leaders have a real role in shaping mindsets, ethics, and perceptions in Indonesian society. Lahendong Village of the
Tomohon Municipal is a one of the geothermal energy-producing areas in North Sulawesi. It has a government system that
places a Lurah or Head of the Village as the highest-rank leader of the community. Lurah helps communicate the needs and
the interests of the local community to other geothermal stakeholders, such as the operating geothermal and the electricity
companies, the geothermal tourism operators, and the Municipal Government. Thisstudy aims to understand the influence of
the village head's leadership style in shapingthe community perceptions regarding the development of geothermal energy in
Lahendong. This study used a qualitative data collection techniques involving observation of local life, in-depth interview with
the local respondents, and literature review. The data obtained were then processed by using CAQDAS (Computer-assisted
Qualitative Data Analysis Software)-NVIVO 12 Plus™ application. The interpretation of the data followed the Hermeneutics-
Philosophical method. The results of this study show that the leadership style of the Lurah has a great influence on the
community response to the development of geothermal energy. In Lahendong, the community tends to avoid destructive
conflicts because they are directed by Lurah to resolve problems through discussion forums or mediation. Lurah also applies
a persuasive and religious approach in solving social problems in geothermal resource development in the area.

REFERENCES

Carr-Cornish, S., & Romanach, L. (2014). Differences in Public Perceptions of Geothermal Energy Technology in Australia.
Energies, 7(3), 1555-1575. https://doi.org/10.3390/en7031555.

Ibrohim, A., Prasetyo, R. M., & Rekinagara, I. H. (2019). Understanding Social Acceptance of Geothermal Energy: A Case
Study from Mt. Lawu, Indonesia. IOP Conference Series: Earth and Environmental Science, 254(1), 1-9.
https://doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/254/1/012009.

Meijaard, E., Dennis, R. A., Saputra, B. K., Draugelis, G. J., Qadir, M. C. A., & Garnier, S. (2019). Rapid Environmental and
Social Assessment of Geothermal Power Developmentin Conservation Forest of Indonesia (Nomor August). The World
Bank.

Murphy, R. F. (1989). Cultural and Social Anthropology: An Overture (3rd ed.). Prentice-Hall, Inc.

Rera, G. F., Pratama, H. B., & Saptadji, N. M. (2021). Approach for Pre-Feasibility Study of Medium Enthalpy Geothermal
Field, Case Study: Danau Ranau, Indonesia. IOP Conference Series: Earth and Environmental Science, 732(1), 1-14.
https://doi.org/10.1088/1755-1315/732/1/012021.

Ritzer, G., & Goodman, D. J. (2004). Structural Functionalism, Neofunctionalism, and Conflict Theory. In Sociological Theory
(6th ed.). McGraw-Hill.

Ryan, M. (2010). Cultural Studies: A Practical Introduction. John Wiley and Sons Ltd.



