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ABSTRACT

This paper evaluates the progress of geothermal
development in Indonesia over the period December
1995 to December 1998 and reports projections to
the end of year 2000 and year 2005.  This paper also
discusses the electrical energy mix in Indonesia and
geothermal professional involvement.

In 1995 the installed electrical capacity in three fields
was 305 MWe plus 4.5 MWe from pilot plants at
two fields.  The total geothermal electrical capacity
was only about 1.6% of the total electrical energy
usage in Indonesia in which oil and gas plants were
still dominant (>80%).  Over the period ending in
December 1999 there has been no direct-use of
geothermal beyond pre-existing traditional use.  All
development to date has been associated with the
conversion of geothermal energy to electricity.  Also
no new high temperature resources have been drilled
in this period.

By January 2000, it is expected that installed
geothermal power plant capacity will be about 769.5
MWe from six fields and about 529.5 MWe in
operation.  This operation figure is about 45% of the
initial target set in 1995 and will equal about 2.7% of
the total electrical energy usage in Indonesia.
Starting in year 2000, PLN planning envisions
progressive reduction in the burning of oil and gas
for electricity production to about <70% of the total
mix by replacing it with coal, hydro, and geothermal
energy.

By 2005, in spite of the recent market dislocation it
is projected that geothermal electricity generation
will increase rapidly to about 1,907.5 MWe from
15 fields that have an estimated proven reserves of
about 3,910 MWe.  Two new fields and three

extensions are expected to be under development
by January 2000, and the remaining seven new
fields plus six extensions will come under
development during the next five years. By the end
of 2005 it is expected that geothermal will
constitute about <7% of the total electricity energy
usage in Indonesia.

In parallel with the development mentioned above,
INAGA (the Indonesian Geothermal Association)
projects that professional development specific to
geothermal activity (University degrees) will
increase from 221 persons in 1995 to about 526
persons in 1999.

INTRODUCTION

In the period of January 1995 to January 2000,
almost no regional surveys were done in Indonesia.
Detailed surveys were performed within proven
fields with two main objectives: to delineate possible
field extensions and to increase the accuracy of
drilling targets.  Therefore, the total number of
prospects identified is still the same as, for example,
reported by Prijanto and Sudarman (1997a, 1997b).
There are as many as 217 prospects, of which 70
prospects are categorized as high T systems (T
reservoir >220°C).  The distribution of the 70
prospects are: Sumatra (31), Java-Bali (22), Sulawesi
(6), Nusatenggara (8) and Maluku (3) with a total
potential of about 20,000 MWe including the total
reserves of about 9,900 MWe

Geothermal development in Indonesia concentrates
mostly in Sumatra, Jawa-Bali and North Sulawesi as
these areas have appropriate infrastructure and until
recently have had rapid growth of electricity demand.

METHODOLOGY

The method used in this paper is a qualitative
evaluation approach.  The data were compiled from
internal and industry sources and published papers.
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These evaluations include resource assessment,
development progress, and human resources
developments.

GEOTHERMAL RESOURCE ASSESSMENTS

The latest geothermal potential assessment in
Indonesia was updated in 1994 (Figure 1) and is
compared to calculations from 1987 and 1980.  The
results indicate that resource assessments increase
through time because of the availability of more
detailed data and more extensive survey coverage in
the prospect areas, i.e.: ~20,000 MWe in 1994,
~16,000 MWe in 1987 and ~10,000 MWe in 1980’s
(Prijanto and Sudarman, 1997a).

A total reserve of about 9,100 MWe is defined by
the summation of proven (2,000 MWe), probable
(600 MWe) and possible (6,500 MWe) potential
for fields distributed in Sumatra, Java-Bali,
Sulawesi and other islands (Figure 1). This reserve
potential is calculated based upon detailed study.
The progress of estimating proven reserves versus
total installed capacity for the period 1995 to 2005
is graphed in Figure 1.

ELECTRICITY USAGE

The energy mix used to produce electricity in
Indonesia includes fossil fuel (oil, gas and coal) and
renewables (hydro and geothermal).  The structure of
this energy mix, excluding captive power, in 1998 is
shown in Table 1.  The table indicates that the
geothermal energy share is only about 3.4% by
January 2000 compared to 1.6% in December 1995.
This increase of geothermal share is expected to
continue to <7% by year 2005 produced from 15
geothermal fields as shown in Table 2.

The data in Table 1 also show that electricity
including captive power is mostly generated from
fossil fuel ~86%, in which oil and gas share about
70% by year 2000 compared to 83% in 1995.

GEOTHERMAL DEVELOPMENT PROGRESS
AND ITS IMPACT

Geothermal Utilization for Electricity

Details of utilization of geothermal energy for
electricity as of 31 December 1999 are given in
Tables 2 and 3, and the locations of the fields are
shown in Figure 1.  Table 2 shows that currently
installed capacity is about 769.5 MWe and plants
under construction is about 23 MWe, planned is
about 1,115 MWe giving a total committed target

of 1,907.5 MWe by year 2005 compared to
cumulative commitment of about 4,211.5 MWe.
This committed target gives geothermal about a
<7% share in the energy mix.  Table 3 shows that
most of the development areas are still in Java and
that the turbines are mostly 55 MWe dry steam
single flash type.

Wells Drilled for Electricity

To develop existing and future production, a total
of 261 deep holes (1200m to 2500m) have been
drilled plus 107 gradient holes (>250m depth), as
shown in Table 4. It is estimated that by 2005 a
cumulative of about 450-500 deep wells and a total
of 120 gradient holes are needed. All wells are
drilled for electricity generation purposes.

Geothermal Utilization for Direct Heat

As of December 1999, about five areas
commercially use geothermal energy for bathing
and swimming. These five areas produce an
estimated total installed capacity of about 2.3 MWt
and annual energy of about 42.6 TJ per year at 60%
capacity factor (Table 5). All areas are located in
West Java and, except Wayang Windu, the other
areas are located outside of geothermal fields.

Geothermal Professional Manpower

Up to December 1999, about 526 professionals with
university background are recorded for the whole of
Indonesia of which about 90 personnel work for
Pertamina. They mostly have oil and gas technology
background with geothermal expertise developed
through informal training (e.g. on the job and in-
house training) and formal training in overseas
geothermal institutes. The correlation between
planned professional manpower needs and field
development is shown in Table 6.  This table
indicates the high manpower needed in the period
2003-2005 in order to respond to a drastic increase
in field development of about 3-4 times higher than
the year 2000.

Prijanto and Sudarman (1997b) showed that to
develop a 150-200 MWe geothermal production
field, about 25-30 professionals are needed and the
technician needs are about 2.5-3 times higher than
professionals.

CONCLUSIONS

The summary of geothermal development progress
in Indonesia is shown in the form of a matrix model
in Table 7 from 1995 to 2005.  The matrix shows
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that while resource assessment does not
significantly change, development progress and
human resources needs jump more than twice in the
first five-year period.

The planned capacity will dramatically increase by
the year 2005, about three times higher than the
year 2000 target.

This development progress scenario will in turn
increase the geothermal share in the energy mix by
about twice every five years, i.e. from 1.6% in
1995 to 2.7 and 7% in year 2000 and 2005,
respectively.

Until January 2000, no commercial direct use of
geothermal energy is expected, except those for
public bathing in open pools.
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