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ABSTRACT

of the by of

in the of Many Neolithic dements an
and activity in the vicinity of the

relieveforthe oftheregion in during
their evolution, to the thermal as a
thegods.In times,
thermomineral muds progressively more frequent and

so that many thermal localities a significant

(theRomans in ofthe and
the in the Middle Ages), in to
numerousthermal localities,like:

Spa, Ad
Felix Even in the period of the

Lower MiddleAges these werc mostly
by local of and by the
of the and muds. in Late

these thermal localities were “rediscovered” and
flourished both as curing and stations,

Key Geothermal water, area, ancient uses,

INTRODUCTION

from theNeolithic at the
site and in the of geothermal manifestations
thatman to in this In the

timesto as the settlements from
Felix Spa, and Spa

For the prehistoric man in antiquity the
thoughttobe of lifeandhealth;they

thus

Before theRoman the of had
an of the life of theCeltic

therefore possessed their own tradition of thermal bathing. 
h v e no written theirmain

occupation was agriculture, hunting and sheep their
material wood thatdid not

of agitated history
In the popular which is through

the legendsand the myths of the
part of Romania is about is a local

thedragonwiththe
the with rich) bot

is to legendsformcd in the antiquity in the
for the Winning fight of

with the at the spa
Italy) the victory of over atthe

Fields Italy).

OFTEE SPRINGSDURINGTEE
ROMAN

The of the localities with thermal springs in the
and in the is by the

that in the of the

centuryAD.

Romans’ towards bathinghad
the

the century B.C. and 1995; thisvolume).

In first B.C. Republic and 29
B.C.) the the territories

froma knowledgeof and of
well asthe from the state, Romans

also to balneotherapy 1993).

the
(for Inferior Superior

and the (for up to
Sa).

only at thebeginningofthe AD.; the
ruled over Dacia for almost centuries. During this
complexes were constructed in localities with thermal

in both hat
of their muds; of

and 1993).

werc
subsequentlychosen by theRomans for theirmilitary

of theirvicinity to thehot
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during
the Imperial Period can further be deduced from the famous

Tabula (theofficial ofthe
in the fourth AD.). show the of

the
Dacia and indicates that these had achieved a greet degree of 

built and fortified day near
and

the capital of latter
had a thermal in close proximity on the left of the

with itscapital had on

the complex of

in the of on
the of Ad and
along the to the

as much as the localities with

such e a way of life at
levels of society, to make of each only a of cure

or but a for
the and a point for of civic
life 1993).

The had itself asa
local before the of and this practice had

inthe formationof cultsof of
the waters. It fromthe (the religion of which

that the Romans the cult of their

Of the

orof
But the

proof of the symbiosis of Romanand theDacic
is adjoiningof the Roman divinity (the

with Dacicdivinity foundon a
plate at at

SPA

by abrupt the the
thermal springs which Ad aquas Ad

It is however the
had by the Dacians long before Romans arrival.

in Cave (inside the

of Roman wins from 93-92 B.C.have

in and out of with the

vicinity aswell as

the to thermal
up buildings for the The
gotan

had Dacia (273A.D.) the pressure of the

springs be by population and
by region In year 535

AD., the of up the
bishopricAd Aquas of Dacia 1980).

a of invasionsby a numberof the
in the long and

its

Roman
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corn

of the Roman and
that by Of

have been of oracular

2 of Hercules located
ww. of a a marble from

A

by the ofmany fronts. especially those related
to the theOttoman and in
the period of centuries. The driving away of the

thisregion(after more thantwo centuriesof when
partly the old Roman thermal by the under

command of prince Eugene of Savoy, also brought the
of the Many Roman

vestigeshave been here during the of the
baths: statues, altars votive tabulae. The most 
frequently represented among the votive offerings is Hercules

(the healer); therealso occur votive
to and Unfortunately, most of the and
other invaluable objects have been lost (a ship

1755-in of the cily Pest),
were the themof the

1978)

by. Austrians gave a fame

SPA County)

has
enjoying a and in the secondand third
AD. ruins ofthis which date back to the Roman

period and to be found in the area of the last
includeremnantsof imposingstoneand brick buildings, water 
and pools dug in massive rock, and a complex of network of

pipelines for both thermal and cold water.They that an
intensive activity developed in the antiquity in this

In addition to the previousones, ofnumerous monuments,
statues, inscribedpillars, to be found
in this with dedicationsto gods,demigodsand such
as Hercules

AQUAE

ismentioned B.C.)
its

the Tabula as It is placed in the of
thepolitical, and

theRoman this
locality vias also famous for its

The m
of facilitiesand a

dedicated tu and and at de Jos
In thesetwo localities, oaktubesfor

and“offerings”of Roman and3 AD.
were found 1958).

FELIX SPA

Pep(whicbis fedby wpious under-lake hot is documented
only AD.,
of the Hungarian However. some archlogical
brought to light in the on the of
the 12 Felix to
human dements started to establish m lower Neolithic and
developedmostly intheBronzeand Ironages. civilisation
is proved by archlogical (from the
andLa cultures), however of the dominationare

limits. In
the eleventhcentury AD. the Bishopric of vias

which took of the Felix and the
Bishop’sspa,thatoperated over ninecenturies.In the waterof

plant Nimphae and the gastropod
the of the springs sincethe

ofthisEra
1720,however its in
geothermal well in Romania drilled (51 m deep,
f l o w ,49°C

of this Roman spa complex
located the of is

the period of domination of the Emperor
A.D.).From that period the
establishmentin questionwere intensively
purposes. During the dominationthe

which spring with high
famous in this oftheEmpire.

the of Roman this lost its
importance.It however, to by localpcople
until A.D., when to take a new
importance and its thermal establishment began to be again

of thattime a fortified near
the
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throughwood pipes the of the to theFortress of
1974).

in vias by the of
Turkish which enabled of people day

to enjoy hygienic and therapeutical treatment. Among the most
important thosebuilt by in 1566,
the built by in the (Fig. 3) PIC to be
mentioned The importanceof the is in thework
of the illuminist

away of theTurks by the in 1686,the whole
thermal complex of Aquincum was and
expanded, so it acquired in 18' century international 
recognition and (Grove, 1977)

on, inthe century,the for

Figure 3. Turkishbaths (Budapest)

water led to drilling of a couple of wells 1867 and 1878,
respectively), which enabled supplying many indoor and

and inEurope.

SPA (near

copious under-lake springs (36 which PIC

flowing since the endof Tertiaryage evidencedby
and mud deposits), generated biggest geothermal lake from
Europe.

Figure 4. Aerial view of the lake at

The localpeople utiliscd waters and the muds
of this prehistoric in fact,
date back to age.

After Roman conquest, a strong balneological centre 
vias at the at

is proven by many bas-reliefs and inscribed pillars. with
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